
Pastor's page: The Current Crisis and a Prayer Service for Healing 

      Pope Francis, from the very beginning of his papacy five years ago, has been called a 
‘Reform Pope’. In the meetings by the Cardinals before his election, there was an expressed 
desire to elect a Pope who would reform the Vatican bank and the Curia. It should be no 
surprise to us that Pope Francis has faced great opposition in his reform efforts. The recent 
series of accusations directed at his papacy by Archbishop Viganò, are evidence of that. 

      Last year, Pope Francis called on theologians to remain faithful and anchored to the 
vision of Vatican II. He also called them to be immersed in the instincts and concerns of 
ordinary people who have never taken “academic courses in theology.” The Vatican 
Council ended over 50 years ago, but it has not been fully implemented. Pope Francis 
wants to see the Council bear more fruit in the decades to come. 

      Before the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church had been understood in legal, 
organizational and institutional ways. As a boy growing up in the 1950s, I went to Mass 
each Sunday to receive what I thought I did not have, and desperately needed – God’s 
Grace. I did not understand that through baptism, I was graced and made worthy, an 
adopted son of God. I was receiving in Holy Communion, and ratifying and deepening, 
what I already was, a member of the Body of Christ. The renewal of the Second Vatican 
Council affirmed that at the Mass, baptized believers celebrated what they already were by 
God's grace, the people of God and the body of Christ. We do not come to celebrate what 
we do not have, but rather who we are as God's holy ones, loved immeasurably! 

      In 1963, in his opening address to the second session of the Council, Pope Paul VI said 
that the Council was about the church as "a reality imbued with the hidden presence of 
God." The people of God, you and I are a Sacrament. Belief in the church is not a belief in 
an organization. Rather our belief is in the presence of God who is active in the church. We 
are the extension of Christ in space and time. We are His hands, His heart, His voice, in the 
world today. The church is the entire people of God! "Everything which has been said so far 
concerning the People of God, applies equally to the laity, religious and clergy." (Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church) 

      The empowerment of the laity has met opposition and pushback since the Council 
ended. Additionally, centralization of power in the Vatican (the Curia) has worked against 
bishops as colleagues of the pope. Local bishops’ conferences (usccb.org) have had their 
consensus decisions modified by the Curia.  

      Some bishops have covered-up abuse by priests in their dioceses, and transferred 
predator priests to new assignments without turning them over to the police. (failure in 
transparency and accountability on some bishops’ decision-making) Some priests have 
abused their position and acted as autocrats in their parishes; a sin that our pope identifies 
as clericalism. Who will call these priests to account? 



      What reforms will be needed to prevent clergy sex abuse in the future? Greater 
transparency in decision making by bishops, accountability of bishops, women on diocesan 
councils and chanceries, more diocesan synods and conferences open to all….can you name 
some more?      

      As a church, we will continue to address the crisis of clergy sex abuse, through 
whatever reforms of our structures may be needed, and constant prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

On Sunday afternoon, September 23 at 3 PM in our Church, we will have a Prayer Service 
for the Survivors of Clerical Abuse and Healing of the Church. Take the time to join your 
brothers and sisters of Saint Kilian Parish in sorrow and prayer - and trust in the saving 
power of the Lord. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


